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Introduction

Great Dunmow Town Design Statement
The purpose of a town design statement (TDS) is to set out the community’s 
aspirations for the design of future development of a town based on 	
an analysis of its character. Whilst the TDS is produced by and for the 	
community it is intended that it be adopted by the local planning authority, 
Uttlesford District Council as Supplementary Planning Document that will 
inform and amplify the policies within the LDF. If this can be secured it means 
that the TDS will be used by the planning authority in coming to decisions 
on planning applications in Dunmow. The decision to adopt the TDS in this 
way is entirely down to UDC and it will require the TDS to have been subject 
to extensive public consultation and to have been subject to a Sustainability 
Appraisal.

Sustainability Appraisal
The purpose of the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) is to promote sustainable 
development through the integration of social, environmental and economic 
considerations into the preparation of revisions of Regional Spatial Strategies 
(RSS) and for new or revised Development Plan Documents (DPDs) and 	
Supplementary Planning Documents (SPDs). The Town Design Statement, 
when adopted by the Local Authority would become a Supplementary 	
Planning Document, and in accordance with Section 39(2) of the Planning 
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 a Sustainability Appraisal should be 	
carried out for all SPDs. This is done in order to implement the requirements 
of the EU Directive on Strategic Environmental Assessment (European 	
Directive 2001/42/EC).

This Sustainability Appraisal (SA) has been conducted following the guidance 
provided in the November 2005 ODPM guidance document “Sustainability 
Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents: 
Guidance for Regional Planning Bodies and Local Planning Authorities”.

Within the guidance, section 4.1.4 makes reference to screening for the need 
to undertake a SA for a SPD; “The need for screening determinations under 
the SEA Directive is most likely to arise with SPDs which cover a small area at 
local level or which make only minor modifications to existing policy.” A SA 
is required for all SPDs, however, if it is considered that the effects of the SPD 
are not significant in social, environmental or economic terms, that the SA 
for the SPD should draw on the relevant material in the SA of the parent DPD 
policy. In the case of the Great Dunmow TDS, the parent document is the 	
Uttlesford Core Strategy Document. A full Sustainability Appraisal was 	
carried out for the Core Strategy Document. Figure 1 below explains the 
relationship between the various levels of documents and their 	
corresponding SA’s.

Methodology
By adopting the ODPM SA guidance, and considering the likely sustainability 
impacts, the SA for the Great Dunmow TDS was undertaken using the 	
following methodology:

The TDS Objectives were aligned against the Core Strategy Objectives 
and Policies to identify fit and consistency. This helped to identify 
whether the TDS objectives were aligned with those of the Core Strat-
egy, and in doing so, to assess whether the TDS Sustainability Impacts 
were going to differ significantly from those of the Core Strategy SA.
The TDS Objectives were assessed against the UDC SA Objectives 
using the same criteria. This assessment was undertaken by a panel 
of representatives from the Great Dunmow Town Design Statement 
Working Group. 
From the assessment, an additional screening was carried out to 
identify where the TDS Objectives showed a strong fit against the SA 
objectives, or a strong deviation. This helped determine how well the 
TDS objectives conflicted or supported the Sustainability Objectives 
of the Uttleford Core Strategy.
Conclusions were drawn from the appraisal.	
	

Town Design Statement
The Aim of the Town Design Statement
	

The aim of the TDS is to ensure that the layout and design of new 	
development in Dunmow meets the highest standards of design, 	
complements the existing character and results in a safe attractive and 
rewarding environment for all the community.

The objectives are 
To identify and summarise the best aspects of the existing character
To set out design guidelines that support a high standard of design in 
new development that complements the character of the town and 
its neighbourhoods
To see these guidelines adopted as formal planning guidance by the 
local planning authority
To ensure that new development respects valued features and where 
possible strengthens the landscape structure of the town
To ensure that new development enhances people’s accessibility 	
by walking and cycling to the town’s services and amenities 
To ensure that new developments are safe and constrain the 	
speed and use of vehicles and to support this in the existing built 
environment
To identify areas and aspects of the town’s environment that should 
be enhanced 
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The results of the comparison with the objectives indicates that the TDS 
objectives provide support to the Core Strategy, particularly in supporting the 
objectives related to district and landscape character and transport impacts. 
The assessment indicated that there are no conflicts between the objectives 
of the TDS and the Core Strategy objectives. Therefore, it is recommended 
that there is a good comparison between the objectives, and as such, there 
should be no significant difference in the sustainability impacts of the two 
documents. However, the TDS objectives are to be assessed against the 	
Core Strategy Sustainability Objectives as well, to identify their possible 
sustainability impacts. 

Assessment of  TDS objectives against Core Strategy  
Sustainability Appraisal Objectives.

Appendix 2 shows the results of the appraisal of the potential sustainability 
impacts of the TDS objectives. The assessment was carried out by a small 
panel of representatives, and shows the consensus opinion at that time. 

The objectives are scored using the same method adopted in the Core 	
Strategy SA, namely:

= Option moving towards the achievement of Sustainability Appraisal 	
objective
X = Option moving away from achievement of Sustainability Appraisal 	
objective
? = Unknown: depends on how the option will be implemented
n = Neutral: no relationship with Sustainability objective

In addition, a score of was given to some objectives where the TDS 	
objective more strongly supports the achievement of the Sustainability 	
Appraisal objective.

The assessment shows that the TDS provides strong support for the Core SA 
objectives in the following areas:

Retain and enhance biodiversity
Conserve the historic built environment 
Provide a high standard of design and maintenance for historic 	
buildings and their surroundings 
Encourage the use of public transport, walking and cycling
Ensure the vitality of town centres

This result corresponds with the aims and conclusions of the TDS, and is 	
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consistent with the view that there is benefit in developing the town in a 
sympathetic manner. The town character includes a number of green open 
spaces which support a rich biodiversity. The TDS supports the development 
of town consistent with this feature, therefore retaining and enhancing 	
biodiversity. The TDS supports the conservation of historic buildings, again 	
as an existing characteristic of the town, supporting the Uttlesford SA 	
objectives. 

There was one area where the TDS may not be consistent with moving 
towards the achievement of the SA objectives, and this was in relation to 	
the TDS objective to “To set out design guidelines that support a high 
standard of design in new development that complements the character of 
the town and its neighbourhoods” and the SA objective to “Conserve energy 
and improve the efficient use of natural resources”. It was felt that in some 
circumstances, measures that could normally be taken to reduce energy 
consumption and improve efficiency, for example double glazed windows, 	
replacing older housing stock with more efficient modern types could conflict 
with the TDS objective, especially where there are historic buildings. However, 
it was felt that the TDS objective to maintain character, especially older 	
buildings, does significantly support the SA objective to enhance conserve 
historic buildings, and would simply require an appropriate view to balance 
these two conflicting interests. For example, requirements to conserve 	
energy and improve efficiency could apply more to new build properties, 	
with sensitive consideration of the visual impact.

The remaining TDS objectives were found to be neutral in their relationship 
with the SA objectives. In some cases this is because of the focus of the TDS 
objectives, which is about the layout and design of new developments of the 
town, does not directly contribute towards other SA objectives, for example 
objectives related to social benefits (inclusion, services for young people etc) 
or directly to economic development. It is anticipated that other SPD will 
focus on these areas, providing support to the DPD to enhance the SA 	
objectives in these areas. 

Conclusions
The objectives of the Great Dunmow TDS matches well with the objectives 	
of the Uttlesford Core Strategy objectives and policies. As such, the 	
Sustainability Appraisal carried out for the DPD is applicable to the TDS SA. 
The TDS Objectives on the whole either support or are neutral in their impact 
towards the Uttlesford District SA objectives. The TDS will support greatly 	
a number of the SA objectives, thus providing greater support towards 	
ensuring that the implementation of the Core Strategy in the Great Dunmow 
area is consistent with Sustainable Development principles. 

Assessment of TDS Objectives against Core Strategy Objectives

Appendix 1 shows the results of the comparison of the TDS objectives against the Core Strategy Objectives. It shows that the TDS objectives either present no 
conflict with the Core Strategy Objectives or support them. Areas where the objectives are in support of each other are:
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